             Medan Declaration

to Combat Trafficking of Children for Sexual Purposes 

in Southeast Asia

	We, participants, to the Southeast Asia Conference on Trafficking of Children for Sexual Purposes held in Medan, Indonesia on 29-30 March 2004, coming from Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Mongolia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Taiwan/ROC, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Vietnam and resource participants from India and Nepal,

Acknowledging the seriousness of the problem of trafficking of children for sexual purposes in our region, both cross-border trafficking within our region and from Southeast Asian countries to international destinations beyond the region, as well as domestic trafficking within our countries;

Realizing the serious damage and suffering caused by such trafficking to children, their families and society at large; 

Bearing in mind the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography, the ILO Convention 182 Concerning the Prohibition and Immediate Action for the Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labour, the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons Especially Women and Children Supplementing the UN Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and the UN Convention for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW);

Reinforcing the commitments of the international community as expressed particularly in the Stockholm Declaration and Agenda of Action against Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children, the Yokohama Global Commitment and the East Asia and Pacific Commitment and Action Plan against Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children;

Appreciating the efforts that have been made by Governments, inter-governmental organizations (IGOs), UN agencies and bodies, donor agencies and civil society organizations, including local, national and international non-governmental organizations (NGOs), private sector, academe in the fight against trafficking of children for sexual purposes at local, national, regional and international levels;

Realizing that such initiatives have contributed to improving the lives of many children who have been victims of, and those at risk of, trafficking, but that these efforts must be further coordinated, strengthened and improved;

Believing that the participation of all children, especially those who have been victimized and those who are at risk of trafficking, is essential to the prevention, early detection and elimination of child trafficking as well as in the psycho-social recovery and social reintegration of victims;

Understanding the importance of transnational cooperation, in the framework of the East Asia and Pacific Regional Commitment and Action Plan against Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children adopted in 2001 and reinforcing the Stockholm Agenda for Action and the Yokohama Global Commitment; 

Therefore, we commit ourselves to:

1. Promote zero tolerance in our societies towards sexual exploitation and trafficking of children;

2. Strengthen our cooperation and coordination at all levels, both within countries and across borders, especially to address the gaps in the prevention and protection of children from trafficking for sexual purposes;

3. Encourage all governments to ratify key international instruments relevant to trafficking and sexual exploitation of children and to disseminate them widely;

4. Continue our work to further improve our national legislation to be more child-sensitive and protective of the rights and needs of trafficked children, to support its dissemination at all levels of the society and to ensure its enforcement;

5. Promote the development and adoption of cross-border agreements to support identification and prosecution of traffickers and exploiters, and to ensure systematic rescue of victims of trafficking, with repatriation procedures that respect children’s rights and dignity;

6. Place the participation of children, especially the victims, as a matter of priority in all agendas addressing child trafficking, especially in its prevention, early detection and protection, as well as in recovery and social reintegration; 

7. Encourage all efforts to empower children and young people to protect themselves through education, training and safe employment opportunities and promote their participation in all matters that affect them;

8. Encourage and support efforts to strengthen families and communities to better protect children from trafficking through awareness raising, family education and development of opportunities for alternative sources of income; 

9. Promote the importance of quality and relevant education for children, at all levels, as a preventative strategy, recognizing the importance of gender sensitivity for boys and girls, and life-skills training including social and environmental awareness;

10. Increase and strengthen specialized services that support recovery and reintegration of child victims, ensuring child-sensitive procedures in accordance with international human rights standards and with emphasis on capacity building in social work and counseling; 

11. Increase and strengthen data collection, research and monitoring systems, emphasizing disaggregation of data, including at community level, to monitor trends and inform policy and planning;

12. Increase partnership with the private sector, including the tourism industry, transport companies and entertainment industries to take an active role in the fight against trafficking of children, through awareness raising and education; implementation of codes of conduct, reporting suspected cases of trafficking and referral of victims for services;  

13. Advocate with Governments, multi-lateral agencies and corporations  for child friendly economic policies in the region towards poverty alleviation and reduction of disparities;  

14. Advocate government, donors, private sector and communities alike for higher prioritization for the allocation of adequate resources to combat all forms of trafficking of children, and especially for sexual purposes;

15. Agree that the Medan Declaration will be reviewed in conjunction with the monitoring mechanism for the EAP Regional Commitment and Action Plan against Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children.

       Adopted on 30 March 2004

       Medan, Indonesia




