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Res. 25GA/2004/Com/WAIPO/01

RESOLUTION

ON

ENHANCING WOMEN’S ECONOMIC SECURITY THROUGH IMPROVING LIVELIHOODS AND PROMOTING GENDER EQUITY

The Twenty-fifth General Assembly:

Affirming the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, the International Labour Organization (ILO) Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work, and the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action; 

Realizing that one of the major impacts of globalization on the ASEAN region has been the feminization of poverty and unemployment;

Recognizing that women’s contributions are central to the economic security, development and growth experienced throughout the region; 
Aware that even as women have played critical roles in the regional economy, they do not have access to and control over the resources and services necessary to maintain and improve their own livelihoods and which are essential tools to ensure continued growth and stability in the region; 

Acknowledging that promoting women’s economic security by adopting internationally recognized labor standards will not only improve the lives of the region’s people but will also demonstrate to the international community that economic growth and human rights proceed together, hand-in-hand, in the ASEAN region;

Noting that existing legislation within some ASEAN countries can be complemented and strengthened in order to better protect the rights of women, thus improving women’s individual lives and furthering regional development by ensuring that all people, men and women, are able to fully contribute to and benefit from economic growth;

Further noting that many women in the region, especially those who are impoverished or who live in rural areas, face barriers of discrimination and inequitable access with men to a variety of resources such as healthcare, education and training, job opportunities, livelihoods and affordable credit.  

Hereby Resolves to:

Agree that continued growth and economic security in the region depends upon taking both cooperative regional and coordinated state action to improve women’s opportunities and lives through ensuring equitable access to healthcare, education, resources and services and legal rights and protections;

Encourage each member state to enact and enforce national legislation and to accede to or ratify relevant international legal instruments, including ILO fundamental rights conventions numbers 100 and 111, in order to uphold the rights of women and men to equal pay for work of equal value and to workplaces free of discrimination;

Urge all ASEAN states to review and, where necessary, reform legislative and administrative schemes as well as customary local practices which may not be embodied in written law in order to improve women’s status and role by eliminating negative perceptions and guarantee women’s equal access to crucial economic resources including: ownership and control over land and other forms of property, credit, inheritance, natural resources and new technology;

Recommend that each member state demonstrate leadership to the world community while improving their own economic security and the well-being of individual women whose work fuels economies throughout the region by adequately taking into consideration and, whenever possible, ratifying ILO fundamental rights conventions numbers 87 and 98 regarding collective bargaining and freedom of association;

Propose that each ASEAN government look into current lending practices of banks and non-profit organizations operating within their countries in order to ensure general and fair accessibility of affordable credit to women;

Suggest the creation of a Women's Entrepreneurship Exchange Unit within the ASEAN University Network, a program which would bring together women who have successfully developed small-to-medium-sized enterprises with women from other countries seeking mentorship and training on the entire range of responsibilities involved in managing similar ventures in their home countries.
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